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This is a communication from the examiner in charge of your application. 
COMMISSIONER OF PATENTS AND TRADEMARKS 



NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY 

All claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included herewith (or 
previously mailed), a Notice of Allowance and Issue Fee Due or other appropriate communication will be mailed in due course. 

This communication is responsive to . +h+. r-ftc pa n (v>. 4,'U.J P-tL felonry 

The allowed claim(s) is/are / ^ ~~ — / • 

□ The drawings filed on are acceptable. 

□ Acknowledgement is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d). 

□ All □ Some* □ None of the CERTIFIED copies of the priority documents have been 
D received. 

•□ received in Application No. (Series Code/Serial Number) . . 



□ received in this national stage application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
"Certified copies not received: „ 



□ Acknowledgement is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 11 9(e). 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR RESPONSE to comply with the requirements noted below is set to EXPIRE THREE MONTHS 
FROM THE "DATE MAILED" of this Office action. Failure to timely comply will result in ABANDONMENT of this application. Extensions of 
time may be obtained under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

□ Note the attached EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT or NOTICE OF INFORMAL APPLICATION, PTO-152, which discloses that the oath or 
declaration is deficient. A SUBSTITUTE OATH OR DECLARATION IS REQUIRED. 



X 



Applicant MUST submit NEW FORMAL DRAWINGS 

□ because the originally filed drawings were declared by applicant to be informal. . 
including changes required by the Notice of Draftperson's Patent Drawing Review, PTO-948, attached h e r e t o o r to Paper No, / . 

□ including changes required by the proposed drawing correction filed on , which has been approved 

by the examiner. 

D including changes required by the attached Examiner's Amendment/Comment. 

Identifying indicia such as the application number (see 37 CFR 1 .84(c)) should be written on the reverse side of the drawings. 
The drawings should be filed as a separate paper with a transmittal letter addressed to the Official Draftperson. 

□ Note the attached Examiner's comment regarding REQUIREMENT FOR THE DEPOSIT OF BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL. 

Any response to this letter should include, in the upper right hand corner, the APPLICATION NUMBER (SERIES CODE/SERIAL NUMBER). 
If applicant has received a Notice of Allowance and Issue Fee Due, the ISSUE BATCH NUMBER and DATE of the NOTICE OF 
ALLOWANCE should also be included. 

Attachment(s) 

□ Notice of References Cited, PTO-892 , . i k a i a, r> 
^^Information Disclosure Statement(s), PTO-1449, Papor No(q) . T '/ I T*Ol M &f C H « ' / 7, 

□ Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review, PTO-948 a ' / 

□ Notice of Informal Patent Application, PTO-152 /^tMXAA-^ Ul/ftSuOhAs 

□ Interview Summary, PTO-413 IVARS CINTINS 

r~~i _ • ■* a a ♦//** . PRIMARY EXAMINEF 

U Examiner's Amendment/Comment PROU° 

□ Examiner's Comment Regarding Requirement for Deposit of Biological Material 

□ Examiner's Statement of Reasons for Allowance 
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Restriction to one of the following inventions is required 
under 35 U.S.C. § 121: 

I. Claims 1-14, drawn to a filtering system, classified in 
Class 210, subclass 169. 

II. Claims 15-21, drawn to a method for filtering a fluid, 
classified in Class 210, subclass 786. 

The inventions are distinct, each from the other because of 
the following reasons: 

Inventions I and II are related as process and apparatus for 
its practice. The inventions are distinct if it can be shown 
that either: (1) the process as claimed can be practiced by 
another materially different apparatus or by hand, or (2) the 
apparatus as claimed can be used to practice another and 
materially different process. (M.P.E.P. § 806.05(e)). In this 
case the process of Group II could be carried out with another 
apparatus, different from that of Group I. For example, the 
process of Group II (as evidenced by claim 21) does not require 
the quiet zone or conveying means of Group I; and therefore, 
could be carried out with a filtration system which does not 
include these elements. 

Because these inventions are distinct for the reasons given 
above and have acquired a separate status in the art as shown by 
their different classification and divergent subject matter, and 
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because the searches for the individual Groups are not 
coextensive, restriction for examination purposes as indicated is 
proper. 

Applicant is advised that the response to this requirement 
to be complete must include an election of the invention to be 
examined even though the requirement be traversed. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier 
communications from the examiner should be directed to I. Cintins 
whose telephone number is (703) 308-3840. The examiner can 
normally be reached on Monday through Thursday from 7:30 AM to 
6:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are 
unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Mr. Stanley Silverman, 
can be reached on (703) 308-3837. 

The fax phone number for this Group is (703) 305-3602. When 
filing a FAX in Group 1300, please indicate in the Header (upper 
right) "Official" for papers that are to be entered into the 
file, and "Unofficial" for draft documents and other 
communications with the PTO that are not for entry into the file 
of the application. This will expedite processing of these 
papers . 
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Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of 
this application should be directed to the Group receptionist 
whose telephone number is (703) 308-0651. 



Ivars C. Cintins 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 1308 

I. Cintins 
September 3, 1997 



